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We have 23 Medal of Honor graves at 

Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, 1 at 

Miramar National Cemetery and 4 at 

Greenwood Memorial Park. 

Early in the Civil War, a medal for individ-

ual valor was proposed to General-in-Chief 

of the Army Winfield Scott, who rejected 

the idea. The medal found support in the 

Navy, however, and Public Resolution 82, 

which contained a provision for a Navy 

medal of valor, was signed into law by 

President Abraham Lincoln on December 

21, 1861. The medal was "to be bestowed 

upon such petty officers, seamen, lands-

men, and Marines as shall most distinguish 

themselves by their gallantry and other 

seamanlike qualities during the present 

war." 

 

Shortly after this, a resolution similar in 

wording was introduced on behalf of 

the Army. Signed into law July 12, 

1862, the  measure provided for award-

ing a medal of honor "to such noncom-

missioned officers and privates as shall 

most distinguish themselves by their 

gallantry in action, and other soldier 

like qualities, during the present insur-

rection." Although it was created for the 

Civil War, Congress made the Medal of 

Honor a permanent decoration in 1863. 

Over 3,400 men and one woman have 

received the award for heroic actions in 

the nation's battles since that time. 

Quoted from "Armed Forces Decorations and Awards," a 

publication of the American Forces Information Service. 

Copies of the pamphlet are available upon request (in 

print format only), via the "DefenseLINK Com-

ment/Question Form" in the "Questions" section. Wreaths Across America  

San Diego 



To get more information about how to Remember, Honor, and Teach through volunteering and fundraising, please visit 

our website at www.waasandiego.com or email us at info@waasandiego.com. 

Our  Mission: 

Remember, Honor, 
Teach 

Our Mission: 
Remember, Honor, 
Teach 

The Arlington Wreath Project 

The tradition of laying wreaths to honor our vet-

erans during the holiday season began in 1992, 

when Morrill Worcester of Worcester Wreath 

Company (Harrington, Maine) was stuck with a 

number of extra wreaths at the close of the holi-

day season.  

Remembering a boyhood trip to the Nation’s 

Capital, and the sacred grounds of Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery, he donated 5,000 wreaths to be 

placed at the headstones of an older section of the 

cemetery. 

What began as one man’s gesture, has now grown 

into a national movement - when in 2006 Wreaths 

Across America was formed as a non-profit or-

ganization. 

Wreaths Across America—      
San Diego 

Wreaths Across America is a non-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to honoring and thanking our vet-

erans for their service and sacrifice. The Wreaths 

Across America mission is to “Remember, Hon-

or, and Teach”. The annual wreath laying ceremo-

ny at Arlington National Cemetery started in 

1992 is now performed around the country.  San 

Diego honors our fallen soldiers by placing 

wreaths on grave sites at Fort Rosecrans National 

Cemetery, 

Miramar Na-

tional Ceme-

tery, Green-

wood Memo-

rial Park and 

Valley Center Cemetery. Our goal is for every 

site to be covered with a wreath, each year 

we move closer to seeing this happen as we honor 

our fallen heroes.  

America's Greatest Heroes        

Each wreath honors all servicemen and women 

for their selfless sacrifice—and that of their fami-

lies who are without loved ones during the holi-

days. 

They Are Not Forgotten 

In 1971, while the Vi-

etnam War was still be-

ing fought, Mary Hoff, 

the wife of a service 

member missing in ac-

tion and member of the 

National League of Fam-

ilies of American Prison-

ers and Missing in Southeast Asia, recognized the 

need for a symbol of U.S. POW/MIAs, some of 

whom had been held in captivity for as many as 

seven years. The flag is black, and bears in the 

center in black and white, the emblem of the 

League. The emblem was designed by Newt 

Heisley, and features a white disk bearing a black 

silhouette the bust of a man (Jeffrey Heisley), 

watch tower with a guard on patrol, and a strand 

of barbed wire; above the disk are the white let-

ters POW and MIA framing a white 5-pointed 

star; below the disk is a black and white wreath 

above the white motto: You Are Not Forgotten.  

That is the message that Wreaths Across America 

would share with all veterans. From one genera-

tion to another, we will never forget that the free-

doms we enjoy came at such a great cost. 


